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MISSOULA-In a speech Thursday night, Feb. 13, at the University of Montana in Missoula,
former Secretary of Agriculture Orville L. Freeman, who is currently chief executive
officer of the Business International Corporation in New York City, told an audience of
4~0

that any of the six crises facing the world today can be overcome by increasing

produ~tion

through international cooperation.

Freeman, speaking on the topic, "Interdependence:

The Bottom Line--Global Crisis

Spells Opportunity," in conjunction with the Third Public Affairs Forum at UM, said the
~ix

major crises "now hovering over the world scene" are--nuclear destruction; famine;

deterioration of the biosphere; commodity shortages; inflation, monetary breakdown, world
depression; and imbalances in the distribution of wealth.
"Out of the crises the world faces today could come major international institutional
reforms, creating new institutions or shaping existing ones to deal with the realities of
the world economic order," Freeman said.
Freeman, former governor of Minnesota, said dramatic increases in production through
international cooperation will be needed in order to surmount the six crises.
" ... I am convinced that the world's main thrust must be to expand production rather
than restrict consumption," Freeman said.

- more -
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The former Minnesota governor and Secretary of Agriculture cited the International
Monetary Fund; the International Energy Agency, bringing together 18 major oil-consuming
countries; the 1974 World Food Conference in Rome, and the U.S. Trade Act of 1974 as
examples of the international institution building necessary for eliminating world crises.
Theme of the two-day forum at UM was "Montana and the Rest of the World."

The

forum was sponsored by the Montana Committee for the Humanities, the Missoula branch of
the American Association of University Women, the Cooperative Extension Service at
Montana State University in Bozeman, the Kellogg-Extension Education Project a·.1d the
Program Council of the Associated Students of the University of Montana.
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